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[bookmark: _Hlk139960393]SURVEY OF UNIVERSITY OF PRIMORSKA GRADUATES – SURVEY REPORT

In accordance with the University’s guidelines, the survey of University of Primorska graduates is conducted at least every third academic year. The survey targets graduates who completed their studies at least two years prior to the survey and who, during their studies, consented to the use of their personal data for survey purposes. Participation in the survey is voluntary and anonymous.

The survey is conducted using a questionnaire available in both Slovenian and English, attached as Appendices 3 and 4. Pursuant to the decision adopted at the 14th regular session of the Senate of the University of Primorska on 20 November 2024, the survey was carried out between 20 November 2024 and 20 December 2024. The survey included graduates who completed their studies in 2021 and 2022.

The Faculty conducted its graduate survey for the sixth time, as follows:
-	First survey in the 2012/13 academic year (May–June 2013);
-	Second survey in the 2015/16 academic year (February 2016);
-	Third survey in the 2017/18 academic year (October–November 2017);
-	Fourth survey in the 2019/20 academic year (October–November 2019);
-	Fifth survey in the 2022/23 academic year (October–November 2022);
-	Sixth survey in the 2024/25 academic year (November–December 2024).

The results of the graduate survey analysis will be used as an integral component of the comprehensive and systematic quality assurance process in the areas of educational activities and faculty operations. The collected data will be reviewed at various internal levels (faculty level – management and department heads, department level, study programme level, and administrative level), as well as by the faculty committees and senate, with the aim of ensuring the continuous improvement of the quality of educational processes and services.

In addition to the systematic review of the results, the findings will serve as a basis for introducing improvements to study programmes and to the faculty’s organisational and support activities addressed by the survey.
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1. [bookmark: _Toc231380885]GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SURVEY

In accordance with the resolution of the Senate of the University of Primorska (14th regular session of 20 November 2024), the survey was conducted in the academic year 2024/2025, and more detailed specifications of the survey are presented below.

Data processing: The data were analysed at the level of descriptive statistics and presented in frequency and structural tables.
Sampling and sample characteristics: The study was conducted on a non-probability purposive sample, as participation in the study was based on voluntary participation. The probability of including units in the sample is unknown; therefore, generalisation or statistical inference in the formal sense is generally not possible.
Group: The survey included 212 graduates who completed their studies between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2022.

Study programmes: Graduates from the following programmes were included:
-	undergraduate first-cycle university study programmes: Mathematics (MA), Computer Science (RIN), Conservation Biology (VB), Bioinformatics (BF), Biopsychology (BP), Mathematics in Economics and Finance (MF), Mediterranean Agriculture (UN SK) 
-	first-cycle higher professional study programme: Mediterranean Agriculture (VS SK); 
-	second-cycle master’s study programmes: Mathematical Sciences (PMA), Computer Science (PRIN), Nature Conservation (PBI), Sustainable Built Environment (TGO), Biopsychology (PBP), Psychology (PSI), Mathematics with Financial Engineering (PMF), Data Science (PZ); 
-	third-cycle doctoral study programmes: Mathematical Sciences (DMA), Computer Science (DRIN), Renewable Materials for Healthy Built Environments (DTGO). 
Survey method: Online surveying. The survey was conducted using the open-source online survey application 1KA of the Centre for Social Informatics at the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana. The implementation of the survey was coordinated and partially carried out by the University of Primorska Rectorate.
Survey period: The survey was conducted in the academic year 2024/25 (from 20 November 2024 to 20 December 2024).
Data on the number of respondents and the number and percentage of completed questionnaires: In the 2021–2022 period, 226 graduates completed their studies (of which 145 at undergraduate level, 74 at master’s level, and 7 at doctoral level), while 212 graduates were included in the survey – 93.81% (of which 138 undergraduate, 69 master’s, and 5 doctoral graduates), as 14 (6.19%) graduates did not give the required consent at graduation. The online questionnaire was completed by 116 (or 54.72%) of the surveyed graduates, of whom 82 completed it in Slovene and 34 in English, namely:
-	67 or 48.55% of first-cycle graduates, 
-	47 or 68.12% of second-cycle graduates, 
-	2 doctoral graduates or 40.00% of third-cycle graduates. 
We emphasise that 65 respondents partially completed the survey, while 51 completed it in full, which together represents 116 valid responses. We find that a large proportion of unanswered questions still prevails in some items. This means that some respondents did not answer certain questions. This applies mainly to questions in the second half of the questionnaire or to open-ended questions, the results of which potentially open space for effective improvement of the respective study programme based on concrete graduate responses. These facts affect the interpretation of the results, especially in areas relating to study programmes with very low response rates, as such responses may distort the overall feedback sample.
2. [bookmark: _Toc231380886]COMPARISON OF FINDINGS BETWEEN THE 2022 AND 2024 SURVEYS

The following presents a comparison of survey results between 2022 and 2024, highlighting key findings across individual results. The response rate of graduates to the questionnaire in this survey of graduates from all three cycles was significantly higher:

-	1st cycle: 2022 – 22.5% (18 out of 80 graduates), 2024 – 48.55% (67 out of 145 graduates), 
-	2nd cycle: 2022 – 53.85% (14 out of 26 graduates), 2024 – 68.12% (47 out of 74 graduates), and 
-	3rd cycle: 2022 – 0% (0 out of 2 graduates), 2024 – 40.00% (2 out of 7 doctoral graduates). 

Accordingly, the total number of graduates in 2021 and 2022 (226 graduates) is higher than in 2019 and 2020 (197 graduates). If we compare the number of graduates over successive years (2019–2022), the number of graduates increases each year. The number of graduates included in the survey in this year’s study is approximately 1x higher than in the previous one (2022 – 108, 2024 – 212). Overall, a larger number of graduates responded to the survey than in the previous implementation. In 2022, the response rate was 29.6% (32 out of 108 graduates), while in 2024 it was 54.72% (116 out of 212).
Based on the response timeline shown in Figure 1, we assess that the increase in response rate is the result of the action measure Improving graduate response rates in survey completion implemented by the Office in the previous report, where graduates were repeatedly reminded to complete the questionnaire during the survey period. Respondents received two reminder emails from the Office. In order to increase the response rate, the Office collaborated with the Communications Office of UP FAMNIT, which additionally encouraged respondents—who are also graduates included in Alumni UP—to complete the survey.














[bookmark: _Toc231381076]Picture 1: Timeline of survey completion
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In the comparison of results regarding gender and age between the two surveys, we find that in both cases the age group from 26 to 30 years predominates. In terms of gender structure, a higher share of women completed the survey in 2024, in contrast to the 2022 survey, where the gender distribution was evenly balanced. Regarding citizenship, no major deviations are observed, as in both surveys Slovenian citizenship predominates, along with similar smaller shares of countries from the Western Balkans.
The results on the employment status of graduates in the labour market indicate, in the comparison of both surveys, that almost all respondents are employed, with no major differences observed in employment status. Furthermore, we highlight that the prevailing share of graduates included in the 2022 survey obtained their first employment already during their studies (2022 – 42.3%, i.e. 11 out of 26 respondents), whereas the largest share of graduates included in the 2024 survey found employment later, namely within up to 6 months after completing their studies (2024 – 34%, i.e. 26 out of 77 respondents). It is assumed that graduates who are not seeking employment continue their studies at the next level.
Regarding reasons for the mismatch between the first and current employment and the graduate’s field of study, we observe a similar share of responses across the four categories listed below. These categories were defined by the Office for Student Affairs, which classified respondents’ answers according to similar content:

· No employment in the field of the study programme, 
· Employment before completion of studies, 
· Inadequacy of job title, 
· Other or incomplete answer. 

It is important to highlight the result of this year’s survey, where an additional category was introduced based on the collected responses: Orientation to another professional field, which was not identified in the 2022 survey based on the received answers. We assume that graduates whose responses were classified into this category, due to a mismatch between their field of study and their first or current employment, are employed in another professional field that is not directly related to their completed study programme.
In the comparison of graduates’ length of employment, we find that the share of graduates with more than 25 months of work experience is the highest in both surveys. A higher share of employment duration between 13 and 18 months and between 19 and 24 months is reported in the 2024 survey compared to the previous one.

3. [bookmark: _Toc231380887]SIZE AND BASIC SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GRADUATE SAMPLE 

[bookmark: _Toc231381057]Table 1: Sample size of surveyed graduates by year of graduation

	Year of graduation
	Number of graduates who completed their studies
	Number of graduates included in the study **
	Structure of graduates included in the study by calendar year (%)
	Number of respondent graduates
	Structure of respondent graduates by calendar year (%)

	2021
	95
	93
	42.03%
	34
	29.31%

	2022
	131
	119
	57.97%
	52
	44.83%

	Total
	226
	212
	100%
	86
	 

	Incomplete responses (no answer)*
	 
	 
	 
	20
	25.86%

	Total
	 
	 
	 
	116
	100%


[bookmark: _Toc496102332]*Note: “No answer” refers to the number of respondents who participated in the survey but did not answer a specific question.
**Note: Graduates were included in the study based on the Consent form signed upon graduation.


The following presents the sample size, which includes all graduates up to and including 31 December 2024, the number of graduates who completed their studies in each study programme, the number of graduates who were invited to complete the survey based on signed consent, and the number of respondent graduates.
Overall, approximately half of the surveyed graduates completed the online questionnaire (116 out of 212), namely 67 or 48.55% of first-cycle graduates, 47 or 68.12% of second-cycle graduates, and 2 or 40% of third-cycle graduates.



[bookmark: _Toc231381058]Table 2: Sample size of surveyed graduates by completed study programme and participation data

	Programme / Graduates
	All graduates up to and including 31. 12. 2024
	Survey of graduates included in the 2024 survey

	
	
	Number of graduates who completed the study (A)
	Number of graduates invited to complete the survey*** (B)
	Number of respondent graduates (C)
	Percentage of graduates invited to complete the survey (%) (B*100/A)
	Percentage of graduates who completed the survey (%) (C*100/B)

	Conservation Biology (BSc) / Biodiversity (BSc)
	136
	16
	12
	1
	75%
	8.33%

	Bioinformatics (BSc)**
	37 (11 EN, 26 SLO)
	5
	5
	7
	100%
	140%

	Biopsychology (BSc)
	425
	57
	57
	10
	100%
	17.54%

	Mathematics (BSc)
	95 (35 EN, 60 SLO)
	15
	14
	10
	93.33%
	71.43%

	Mathematics in Economics and Finance (BSc)
	44
	13
	12
	9
	92.31%
	75%

	Computer Science (BSc)
	178 (44 EN, 134 SLO)
	36
	35
	27
	97.22%
	77.14%

	Mediterranean Agriculture (BSc)
	23
	1
	1
	0
	100%
	0

	Mediterranean Agriculture (Professional)**
	15
	2
	2
	3
	100%
	150%

	Total 1st cycle (full-time study)
	953
	145
	138
	67
	95.17%
	48.55%

	Biopsychology, 2nd cycle
	44
	7
	6
	2
	85.71%
	33.33%

	Mathematics with Financial Engineering, 2nd cycle
	10
	1
	1
	0
	100%
	0

	Mathematical Sciences, 2nd cycle
	63 (14 EN, 49 SLO)
	14
	13
	10
	92.68%
	76.92%

	Computer Science, 2nd cycle
	36
	7
	4
	2
	57.14%
	50%

	Psychology, 2nd cycle / Applied Psychology, 2nd cycle
	88
	19
	19
	19
	100%
	100%

	Nature Conservation, 2nd cycle
	73
	17
	17
	9
	100%
	52.94%

	Sustainable Built Environment, 2nd cycle
	5 (2 EN, 3 SLO)
	2
	2
	1
	100%
	50%

	Data Science, 2nd cycle
	10 (2 EN, 8 SLO)
	7
	7
	4
	100%
	57.14%

	Total 2nd cycle (full-time study)
	329
	74
	69
	47
	93.24%
	68.12%

	Mathematical Sciences, 3rd cycle
	27 (10 EN, 17 SLO)
	4
	4
	1
	100%
	25%

	Computer Science, 3rd cycle
	11 (4 EN, 7 SLO)
	2
	1
	1
	50%
	100%

	Renewable Materials for Healthy Built Environments, 3rd cycle
	3 (EN)
	1
	0
	0
	0%
	0%

	Total 3rd cycle (part-time study)
	41
	7
	5
	2
	74.48%
	40%

	Grand total
	1,323
	226
	212
	116
	93.81%
	54.72%


*Note: UP FAMNIT offers only full-time study programmes at the 1st and 2nd cycle levels, and only part-time study programmes at the 3rd cycle level.
** Note: We observed an inconsistency in the data for the undergraduate study programme Bioinformatics and the professional higher education study programme Mediterranean Agriculture, as the number of respondent graduates exceeds the number of graduates who completed the programme and were invited to participate in the survey. We assume that this discrepancy resulted from an error in programme selection when completing the survey.
*** Graduates were invited to participate based on the consent provided upon graduation under the section “Consent to the processing of personal data for the purpose of sending invitations related to research and other analyses concerning graduates of the University of Primorska.”

[bookmark: _Toc231381059]Table 3: Surveyed graduates by gender and age

	Age group
	Number
	Age structure (%)

	21–25
	12
	23.53%

	26–30
	31
	60.78%

	31–35
	7
	13.73%

	36–40
	–
	–

	46–50
	–
	–

	51–55
	–
	–

	56–60
	1
	1.96%

	Over 60
	–
	–

	Total
	51
	100.0%




	Gender
	Number
	Gender distribution (%)

	Male
	19
	37.25%

	Female
	32
	62.75%

	Non-binary
	0
	–

	Total
	51
	100%












[bookmark: _Toc231381060]Table 4: Anketirani diplomanti glede na državljanstvo

	Citizenship
	Number
	Share of valid responses (%)

	Slovenian
	36
	70.59%

	Croatian
	2
	3.92%

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	6
	11.76%

	North Macedonia
	3
	5.88%

	Russian
	1
	1.96%

	Other*
	2
	3.93%

	Serbian
	1
	1.96%

	Total
	51
	100%


*Note: Under the response category “Other”, two responses were recorded; however, the analysis identified only one specific response, namely Turkey. It is therefore assumed that the second respondent left the answer field blank
[bookmark: _Toc231381061]Table 5: Surveyed graduates by academic year of first enrolment in the completed study programme

	Academic year of first enrolment in the completed study programme
	Number of graduates
	Share (%)

	2008/2009
	1
	1.16%

	2009/2010
	0
	–

	2010/2011
	0
	–

	2011/2012
	1
	1.16%

	2012/2013
	0
	–

	2013/2014
	1
	1.16%

	2014/2015
	4
	4.66%

	2015/2016
	3
	3.49%

	2016/2017
	1
	1.16%

	2017/2018
	12
	13.96%

	2018/2019
	26
	30.23%

	2019/2020
	22
	25.58%

	2020/2021
	15
	17.44%

	Total
	86
	100%


4. [bookmark: _Toc231380888]GRADUATES’ STATUS IN THE LABOUR MARKET
4.1. [bookmark: _Toc231380889]CURRENT LABOUR MARKET STATUS OF GRADUATES

[bookmark: _Toc231381062]Table 6: Graduates’ labour market status by study programme

	Study programme
	Your current employment status:
	Total

	
	Employed

	Self-employed 

	Student

	Unemployed

	Other 
	

	1st cycle, Biodiversity / Conservation Biology
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	1st cycle, Bioinformatics
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1

	1st cycle, Biopsychology
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4

	1st cycle, Mathematics
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2

	1st cycle, Mathematics in Economics and Finance
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4

	1st cycle, Computer Science
	14
	0
	1
	0
	0
	15

	1st cycle, Mediterranean Agriculture (BSc)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	1st cycle, Mediterranean Agriculture (Professional)
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	2nd cycle, Biopsychology
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	2nd cycle, Mathematics with Financial Engineering
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	2nd cycle, Mathematical Sciences
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3

	2nd cycle, Computer Science
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	2nd cycle, Applied Psychology / Psychology
	9
	1
	0
	1
	0
	11

	2nd cycle, Nature Conservation
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	6

	2nd cycle, Sustainable Built Environment
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	2nd cycle, Data Science
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	3rd cycle, Mathematical Sciences
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	3rd cycle, Computer Science
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Total
	48
	1
	2
	1
	0
	52





[bookmark: _Toc231381063]Table 7: Graduates’ labour market status by region of employment

	 
	Your current employment status: 
	 

	
	Employed

	Self-employed

	Student
	Unemployed
	Other (please specify):

	Total

	Please indicate the region in which you are currently employed..
	Pomurje Statistical Region

	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	
	
	100%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Drava Statistical Region

	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	
	
	100%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Carinthia Statistical Region

	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Savinja Statistical Region

	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3

	
	
	100%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Central Sava Statistical Region

	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Lower Sava Statistical Region

	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Southeast Slovenia Statistical Region

	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	
	
	100%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Central Slovenia Statistical Region

	16
	1
	0
	0
	0
	17

	
	
	94%
	6%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Upper Carniola Statistical Region

	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Inner Carniola–Karst Statistical Region

	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3

	
	
	100%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Gorizia Statistical Region

	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4

	
	
	100%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Coastal–Karst Statistical Region

	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	6

	
	
	100%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Other: Abroad
	8
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8

	
	
	100%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
Total
	43
	1
	0
	0
	0
	44

	
	98%
	2%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%







[bookmark: _Toc231380890]4.2 CHARACTERISTICS OF GRADUATES’ EMPLOYMENT
[bookmark: _Toc231380891]4.2.1 METHODS OF SEARCHING FOR AND OBTAINING THE FIRST AND CURRENT JOB

[bookmark: _Toc231381064]Table 8: Time to obtain the first job after graduation by study programme 
	
	

	 
	When did you first become employed (excluding student work)?
	 

	
	Before starting studiesa 
	During studies 
	Within 6 months after graduation
	From 6 months to 1 year after graduation 
	From 1 to 2 years after graduation 
	More than 2 years after graduation  
	Still seeking first employment
	Not seeking / did not seek employment
	Total

	Most recently completed study programme
	1st cycle, university programme, Conservation Biology
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Bioinformatics
	Number
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	3

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	-
	3,85%
	-
	20%
	-
	12,50%
	-
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	-
	33%
	-
	33%
	-
	33%
	-
	100%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Biopsychology
	Number
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	4

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	5,56%
	3,85%
	-
	-
	100%
	-
	-
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	25%
	25%
	-
	-
	50%
	-
	-
	100%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Mathematics
	Number
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	7

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	-
	11,54%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	40%
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	-
	43%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	57%
	100%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Mathematics in Economics and Finance
	Number
	1
	0
	3
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	7

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	25%
	-
	11,54%
	-
	20%
	-
	12,50%
	10%
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	14%
	-
	43%
	-
	14%
	-
	14%
	14%
	100%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Computer Science
	Number
	2
	4
	8
	1
	0
	0
	2
	1
	18

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	50%
	22,23%
	30,77%
	25%
	-
	-
	25%
	10%
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	11%
	22%
	44%
	6%
	-
	-
	11%
	6%
	100%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Mediterranean Agricultu
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	1st cycle, professional higher education programme, Mediterranean Agriculture
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	2

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	20%
	-
	12,50%
	-
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	-
	-
	-
	50%
	-
	50%
	-
	100%

	
	
	
	

	
	









	When did you first become employed (excluding student work)?
	 

	
	
	Before starting studiesa 
	During studies 
	Within 6 months after graduation
	From 6 months to 1 year after graduation 
	From 1 to 2 years after graduation 
	More than 2 years after graduation  
	Still seeking first employment
	Not seeking / did not seek employment
	Total

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Biopsychology
	Number
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	5,56%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	10%
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	50%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	50%
	100%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Mathematics with Financial Engineering
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Mathematical Sciences
	Number
	1
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	8

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	25%
	22,23%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	30%
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	13%
	50%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	38%
	100%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Computer Science
	Number
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	5,56%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	100%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Applied Psychology / Psychology
	Number
	0
	5
	6
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	12

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	27,78%
	23,07%
	25%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	42%
	50%
	8%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Nature Conservation
	Number
	0
	1
	3
	1
	2
	0
	1
	0
	8

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	5,56%
	11,54%
	25%
	40%
	-
	12,50%
	-
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	13%
	38%
	13%
	25%
	-
	13%
	-
	100%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Sustainable Built Environment
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	12,50%
	-
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Data Science
	Number
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	5,56%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	12,50%
	-
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	50%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	50%
	-
	100%

	
	3rd cycle, Doctoral programme, Mathematical Sciences
	Number
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	-
	3,85%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	-
	100%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100%

	
	3rd cycle, Doctoral programme, Computer Science
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	25%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100%

	
	
	% by time to first employment
	-
	-
	-
	100%
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100%

	
	Total
	Number
	4
	18
	26
	4
	5
	2
	8
	10
	77

	
	
	% by the last completed study programme
	5%
	23%
	34%
	5%
	6%
	3%
	10%
	13%
	100%



[bookmark: _Toc231381065]Table 9: Methods of Searching for and Obtaining the First and Current Employment
	 
	Število
	Delež veljavnih odgovorov

	Method of Obtaining First Employment
	Applying for advertised job vacancies
	12
	52%

	
	Through personal contacts
	3
	13%

	
	Through social networks (Facebook, LinkedIn, etc.)
	5
	22%

	
	The employer contacted me directly
	1
	4%

	
	I contacted the employer on my own initiative
	1
	4%

	
	Other*
	1
	4%

	Total
	23
	100,0 %


* As “Other”, the graduate indicated the establishment of a sole proprietorship

[bookmark: _Toc231380892]4.2.2 ALIGNMENT OF FIRST AND CURRENT EMPLOYMENT WITH THE GRADUATE’S FIELD OF STUDY

[bookmark: _Toc231381077]Picture 2: Alignment of first employment with the attained level of formal education
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc231381078]Picture 3: Alignment of current employment with the attained level of formal education

[image: ]


[bookmark: _Toc231381066]Table 10: Alignment of first and current employment with the attained level of formal education by study programme

	 
	Did your level of education match the level of education required for your first job?
	Does your level of education match the level of education required for your current job?  

	
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Yes
	No
	Total

	Most recently completed study programme
	1st cycle, university programme, Biodiversity/ Conservation Biology
	Total
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Bioinformatics
	Total
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	2,72%
	-
	1,92%
	-
	-
	-

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Biopsychology
	Total
	4
	0
	4
	3
	0
	3

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	9,09%
	-
	7,96%
	6,67%
	-
	6,25%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Mathematics
	Total
	2
	0
	2
	2
	0
	2

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	4,55%
	-
	3,85%
	4,44%
	-
	66,67%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Mathematics in Economics and Finance
	Total
	4
	0
	4
	4
	0
	4

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	9,09%
	-
	7,96%
	8,89%
	-
	8,33%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Computer Science
	Total
	13
	2
	15
	12
	2
	14

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	87%
	13%
	100%
	86%
	14%
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	29,55%
	 
	28,85%
	26,67%
	66,67%
	29,17%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Mediterranean Agriculture
	Total
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	1st cycle, professional higher education programme, Mediterranean Agriculture
	Total
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	2,72%
	-
	1,92%
	2,22%
	-
	2,08%

	
	

	
	
	Did your level of education match the level of education required for your first job?
	Does your level of education match the level of education required for your current job?  

	
	
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Yes
	No
	Total

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Biopsychology
	Total
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	-
	100%
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	-
	12,50%
	1,92%
	2,22%
	-
	2,08%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Mathematics with Financial Engineering
	Total
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Mathematical Sciences
	Total
	3
	0
	3
	2
	1
	3

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	67%
	33%
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	6,18%
	-
	5,77%
	4,44%
	33,33%
	6,25%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Computer Science
	Total
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	2,72%
	-
	1,92%
	2,22%
	-
	2,08%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Applied Psychology / Psychology
	Total
	8
	3
	11
	10
	0
	10

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	73%
	27%
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	18,18%
	37,50%
	21,15%
	22,22%
	-
	20,83%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Nature Conservation
	Total
	5
	1
	6
	6
	0
	6

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	83%
	17%
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	11,36%
	12,50%
	11,54%
	13,33%
	-
	12,50%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Sustainable Built Environment
	Total
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Data Science
	Total
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	2,72%
	-
	1,92%
	2,22%
	-
	2,08%

	
	3rd cycle, Doctoral programme, Mathematical Sciences
	Total
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	-
	100%
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	-
	12,50%
	1,92%
	2,22%
	-
	2,08%

	
	3rd cycle, Doctoral programme, Computer Science
	Total
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Share (%) by response
	2,72%
	-
	1,92%
	2,22%
	-
	2,08%

	
	Toral
	Total
	44
	8
	52
	45
	3
	48

	
	
	Share (%) by completed study programme
	85%
	15%
	100%
	94%
	6%
	100%



For the question regarding the reasons for mismatch between current employment and attained level of formal education, seven responses were provided:
1. I worked in the same position without having completed education in my field. 
2. At the time of employment, I had not yet completed my master’s degree. 
3. I was overqualified for the position, but I accepted it due to the need for stable employment. 
4. The position was more suitable for first-cycle (bachelor’s) education than second-cycle (master’s). 
5. Incomplete master’s studies. 
6. A master’s degree was already sufficient. 
7. During my master’s studies, my first job required only secondary education.

[bookmark: _Toc231380893]4.2.3. ALIGNMENT OF FIRST AND CURRENT EMPLOYMENT WITH THE GRADUATE’S FIELD OF STUDY


[bookmark: _Toc231381067]Table 11: Alignment of first and current employment with the graduate’s field of study”

	
	Did your first job correspond to the field of your completed study programme?
	Does your current employment correspond to the field of your most recently completed study programme?

	
	Total
	percentage (%) of valid responses
	Total
	percentage (%) of valid responses

	Response
	Yes
	41
	79 %
	42
	88 %

	
	No
	11
	21 %
	6
	13 %

	Total
	52
	100 %
	48
	100 %



[bookmark: _Toc496102353]








[bookmark: _Toc231381068]Table 12: Alignment of employment with the graduate’s field of study by completed study programme

	 
	Did your first job correspond to the field of your completed study programme?
	“Does your current job correspond to the field of your most recently completed study programme?”

	
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Yes
	No
	Total

	Zadnji zaključen študijski program
	1st cycle, university programme, Biodiversity/ Conservation Biology
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response:
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Bioinformatics
	Number
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	0%
	100%
	100%
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response:
	-
	9,10%
	1,92%
	-
	-
	-

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Biopsychology
	Number
	2
	2
	4
	2
	1
	3

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	50%
	50%
	100%
	67%
	33%
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	4,88%
	18,18%
	7,96%
	4,76%
	16,67%
	6,25%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Mathematics
	Number
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	2

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	50%
	50%
	100%
	50%
	50%
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	2,44%
	9,10%
	3,85%
	2,38%
	16,67%
	4,17%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Mathematics in Economics and Finance
	Number
	4
	0
	4
	4
	0
	4

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	9,66%
	-
	7,96%
	9,52%
	-
	8,33%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Computer Science
	Number
	15
	0
	15
	14
	0
	14

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	36,86%
	-
	28,85%
	33,33%
	-
	29%

	
	1st cycle, university programme, Mediterranean Agriculture
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	Did your first job correspond to the field of your completed study programme?
	“Does your current job correspond to the field of your most recently completed study programme?”

	
	
	
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Yes
	No
	Total

	
	1st cycle, professional higher education programme, Mediterranean Agriculture
	Number
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	-
	9,10%
	1,92%
	-
	16,67%
	2,08%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Biopsychology
	Number
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	-
	9,10%
	1,92%
	-
	16,67%
	2,08%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Mathematics with Financial Engineering
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Mathematical Sciences
	Number
	2
	1
	3
	2
	1
	3

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	67%
	33%
	100%
	67%
	33%
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	4,88%
	9,10%
	5,77%
	4,76%
	16,67%
	6,25%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Computer Science
	Number
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	2,44%
	-
	1,92%
	2,38%
	-
	2,08%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Applied Psychology / Psychology
	Number
	9
	2
	11
	10
	0
	10

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	82%
	18%
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	21,95%
	18,18%
	 
	23,81%
	-
	20,83%

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Nature Conservation
	Number
	4
	2
	6
	5
	1
	6

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	67%
	33%
	100%
	83%
	17%
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	9,76%
	18,18%
	 
	11,90%
	17%
	12,5%

	
	
	

	
	
	Did your first job correspond to the field of your completed study programme?
	“Does your current job correspond to the field of your most recently completed study programme?”

	
	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Sustainable Built Environment
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	2nd cycle, Master's programme, Data Science
	Number
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	2,44%
	-
	1,92%
	2,38%
	-
	2,08%

	
	3rd cycle, Doctoral programme, Mathematical Sciences
	Number
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	2,44%
	-
	1,92%
	2,38%
	-
	2,08%

	
	3rd cycle, Doctoral programme, Computer Science
	Number
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	Percentage (%) by completed study programme
	100%
	-
	100%
	100%
	-
	100%

	
	
	Percentage (%) by response: 
	2,44%
	-
	1,92%
	2,38%
	-
	2,08%

	Total
	 
	41
	11
	52
	42
	6
	48

	
	 
	79%
	21%
	100%
	88%
	13%
	100%



[bookmark: _Toc231381069]Table 13: Reasons for the mismatch between first and current employment and the graduate’s field of study

	
	No employment in study programme field
	Employment before completion of studies
	Inadequacy of degree title
	Shift to another professional field
	Other (or incomplete answer)
	Total

	First employment
	Number
	2
	1
	1
	6
	1
	11

	
	Percentage (%)
	18,18 %
	9,09 %
	9,09 %
	54,55
	9,09 %
	100,0 %

	Current employment
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	4
	2
	6

	
	Percentage (%)
	-
	-
	-
	66,66 %
	33,34 %
	100,0 %



We organized the respondents’ reasons into thematic groups (categories). We highlight that the majority of graduates who answered the question indicated “shift to another professional field” as the reason for the mismatch between their field of study and their first or current employment.

[bookmark: _Toc231380894]4.2.4 TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OF GRADUATES

[bookmark: _Toc231381070]Table 14: Structure of graduates’ current employment by type of employment or form of contractual relationship

	 
	Type of your current employment:
	Total

	
	Employment contract for an indefinite period
	Employment contract for a fixed term
	Self-employed
	

	Total
	Number
	39
	8
	1
	48

	
	Percentage (%) by type of your current employment
	81 %
	17 %
	2 %
	100 %



[bookmark: _Toc231380895]4.2.5 LENGTH OF SERVICE OF EMPLOYED GRADUATES

[bookmark: _Toc231381071]Table 15: Structure of length of service of employed graduates

	Length of your work experience?
	

	Response
	Number
	Percentage
	Cumulative

	(less than 6 months)
	2
	4%
	4%

	(6 to 12 months)
	2
	4%
	8%

	(13 to 18 months)
	11
	23%
	31%

	(19 to 24 months)
	7
	15%
	46%

	(more than 25 months)
	26
	54%
	100%

	Total
	48
	100%
	



5. [bookmark: _Toc231380896]ACQUIRED KNOWLEDGE AND ITS APPLICABILITY 

At the end of the survey, graduates were given the opportunity to provide open-ended responses to three questions regarding:
· knowledge, skills, and competencies they felt were missing and should have been acquired during their studies in the most recently completed study programme (Question 28),
· knowledge, skills, and competencies acquired in the most recently completed study programme that they would highlight as key for their professional path (Question 29),
· opinions and suggestions (Question 30).

Individual responses of graduates for each study programme based on the above questions are presented in Appendix 2.

An overview of graduates’ first and current jobs by study programme is presented in Appendix 3.

Summary:
Overall, graduates’ opinions and suggestions regarding the usefulness of the knowledge and skills acquired in their study programme are positive. They include both praise for programme implementation and criticism regarding a lack of involvement of external stakeholders in course content (e.g. industry, specific practitioners, etc.), a lack of elective course options, and the alignment of the programme with current labour market needs.

Among the knowledge and skills that graduates felt were missing or would have liked to acquire during their studies, the most frequently mentioned were:
-	more economic knowledge, database skills (SQL, Python), basic accounting knowledge
-	more practical content in programming languages and technologies used in companies
-	more practical training and participation in supervised real-world situations
-	greater use of new technologies in practice
-	better integration of knowledge gained in lectures with exercises
-	in-depth treatment of the role and tasks of a counselling professional

In summary, the responses mainly point to a need for greater inclusion of practical and research work both in external organizations and during exercises, as well as within specific areas of each study programme, along with a deeper application of theoretical knowledge in practice.


6. [bookmark: _Toc231380897]ACTION PLAN FOR THE YEAR 2026

Initially, previous measures and the implementation of the 2022 action plan are presented.

	Measure
	Activity
	Responsible
	Deadline for implementation
	Realization

	Increasing the number of graduates who give consent to participate in the survey
	Alumni Club meeting, invitations to graduates to UP FAMNIT events to establish better communication
	UP FAMNIT Departments
	Annually until the next survey
	Implemented

	Improving graduates’ response rate in completing the survey
	Graduates are repeatedly reminded during the survey period
	Student Office
	Period of the next survey (end of 2026)
	Implemented



The following action plan measures are presented below as a tool aimed at increasing graduates’ participation in the survey and thereby obtaining tangible results for further evaluation of study programme elements.

	[bookmark: _Hlk191372603]Measure
	Activity
	Responsible
	Deadline for implementation

	Increasing the number of graduates who give consent to participate in the survey
	Alumni Club meeting, invitations to graduates to UP FAMNIT events to establish better communication
	UP FAMNIT Departments, UP FAMNIT Communications Office
	Annually until the next survey. Activity transferred from the 2022 action plan.

	Improving graduates’ response rate in completing the survey
	Graduates are repeatedly reminded during the survey period
	Student Office
	Next survey period (end of 2026). Activity transferred from the 2022 action plan.

	Obtaining an additional email address from graduates when a system notification indicates that the message was not delivered
	Graduates are contacted by phone and asked for an alternative email address
	Student Office
	Next survey period (end of 2026)

	Introduction of possible improvements based on student responses
	Review of students’ suggestions in open-ended questions
	Programme coordinators and course lecturers
	Annually until the next survey





As stated above, for future surveying we would retain two measures from the previous report that have proven to be good practice: increasing the number of graduates who give consent to participate in the survey and improving graduates’ response rate in completing the survey, in order to obtain a larger number of responses that would contribute to a more effective assessment of sample representativeness. In addition, we propose a third and fourth measure. The third measure—obtaining an additional email address from graduates, where a system notification is received when an invitation email has not been delivered—could potentially increase the participation of graduates who would otherwise be excluded from responding due to undelivered messages. The fourth measure—introducing possible improvements based on student responses—would involve programme coordinators reviewing students’ suggestions together with course instructors and considering potential improvements to study programmes.

[bookmark: _Hlk139960405]
Appendices:

-	Appendix 1: Email to respondents – Invitation to complete the survey for graduates (November–December 2024)
-	Appendix 2: Survey results for open-ended Question 28: Please indicate which knowledge, skills, and competencies you feel were lacking and should have been acquired during your studies in the most recently completed study programme; open-ended Question 29: Please indicate the knowledge, skills, and competencies acquired in the most recently completed study programme that you would particularly highlight as key for your professional career; and open-ended Question 30: Your opinions and suggestions
-	Appendix 3: Overview of graduates’ first and current employment positions by study programme
-	Appendix 4: Survey questionnaire in Slovenian
-	Appendix 5: Survey questionnaire in English
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