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WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY

Known throughout our history as "The People's University," Mississippi State University prepares students for 
success with nationally ranked academic programs, transformative leadership experiences, and abundant social 
opportunities. Student success is our success. We take that mission seriously. Faculty, staff, and students share a 
common goal: to make the Mississippi State University experience a global, lifetime opportunity. MSU has 21,000 
students from every state and more than 75 countries, but the “family” feeling on campus is undeniable. With eight 
undergraduate colleges and more than 175 degree programs, MSU prepares international students for bright and 
productive futures. Each of these programs emphasizes research and presents students with opportunities to expand 
their education and equip themselves with valuable job skills.

WORLDWIDE COLLABORATIONS
As a global, diversified research institution, MSU is providing 
limitless possibilities for faculty and students to put new technologies to work, 
find new ways to feed the world, plan better ways to boost the nation’s 
economy, and prepare for the energy needs of tomorrow. 

At Mississippi State, we think inclusively and beyond the boundaries, 
encouraging boldness, imagination, and creativity to foster relationships that 
will discover solutions to problems that face our world. Since our 
beginning in 1878, every accomplishment, every breakthrough, every idea – 
great or small – has been fueled by an unwavering determination to make a 
difference. From a comprehensive set of educational options and 
groundbreaking research to award winning service initiatives and an 
environment that embraces intellectual and creative freedom, the Mississippi 
State experience is transforming and empowering communities throughout 
the world. 

Solutions to world hunger and poverty are within reach at Mississippi State, where globally diversified teams are 
combining forces with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to eliminate starvation in developing 
countries. Through extensive pandemic influenza research, MSU scientists are pioneering medical solutions that 
ultimately will protect human populations around the world. As a member of the Global Aquaculture Advancement 
Partnership, MSU is recognized as an international Center for Knowledge for Aquatic Health by the World Food 
Programme of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization.

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE
Mississippi State University values our international partnerships and collaborations that foster and grow strong student 
exchange programs that mutually benefit globalization goals. Through MSU’s International Institute, the university covers 
a broad range of international services to support and promote internationalization on campus and through external 
outreach activities. The International Institute houses the English Language Institute, International Communications & 
Protocol, International Recruitment & Retention, International Research and Development , International Services Office, 
and the Office of Study Abroad. For international exchange students, the International Services Office provides key 
services like assistance with immigration services, reporting requirements, and cultural activities to help ensure a smooth 
transition and the best MSU experience during their exchange. 



G L O B A L  E D U C A T I O N  •  W O R L D W I D E  C O L L A B O R A T I O N S

MSU TRADITIONS
• MSU athletic teams are called "Bulldogs"

• The official mascot of MSU is an American Kennel Club registered English
Bulldog, given the inherited title of "Bully"

• The official school colors are maroon and white

• MSU fans celebrate games by ringing cowbells

• MSU's fight song is "Hail State," which is played at all sport functions

• MSU's alma mater is "Maroon and White"

TRANSPORTATION

MSU CAMPUS LIFE
Housing

Dining Facilities and Meal Plans
• Three large, full-service cafeterias and two smaller ones, a food court, and 

mini markets (PODs)

• Seven different meal plans that fit the needs of each student 

Student Activities
• Athletic Events – men’s and women’s basketball, tennis, golf, cross country, and

track and field; men’s football and baseball; women’s softball, soccer and
volleyball

• Large concerts organized by the university include Bulldog Bash and Old Main
Music Festival

• Wide variety of guest lectures, seminars and workshops that include
internationally recognized speakers

WELCOME TO THE
BULLDOG FAMILY!

T H I N G S  T O  K N O W  A B O U T  M S U ' S  C A M P U S  

• Free SMART shuttle system with routes all over campus, Starkville area, 
and GTR airport

• Free rental of bicycles on campus

• Airport pick up from the Starkville Airport (GTR) 

• 17 residence halls on the campus

• Be part of the action and live on campus in the TRUE GLOBAL LIVING 
AND LEARNING COMMUNITY! Come and live with American students 
and other internationals in Hull Hall and make your TRUE AMERICAN 
college experience a reality. Gain knowledge, try new things, and make 
friends! Find out more on-line at http://www.housing.msstate.edu/future-
residents/living-learning-communities/ 




